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A Semantic Construction Model bet ween Adjectivesand Nouns in Chinese

ZHAO Chunli ,SHI Dingxu
(Department of Chinese & Bilingual Studies, the Hong Kong Polytechnic University , Hong Kong, China)

Abdtract : Based on the analyses of the disadvantages of the traditional probing of the AdjectiveNoun constructions,
this paper first putsforward a basic semantic model of "thing, attribute value and attribute domain" for understand-
ing this construction. Then, according to the basc semantic model and the investigation of the corpus, it suggests to
classfy the nouninto 5 sub-groups of subjects, events, objects, space & time, and logical nouns, and the adjectives
into 5 sub-groups of subjective, eventual , objective, spatial & temporal , and eval uative. Finaly, the semantic con-
struction model between sub-classes of the noun and the adjective is established in linght of the computationa lin-
guistic scheme and the theoretical principles of the semantic grammar. The research result proves this model to be
effective in revealing the rules between nouns and adjectives construction.

Key words: computer application; Chinese information process ng;adjective-noun constructions; attribute domain;
the semantic construction model ; semantic grammar
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