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Argument Structure And Constructional Transformation

Zhan Weidong
Department of Chinese Linguistics and Literature, Peking University

Abstract  This paper surveys the argument structure of Chinese verbs from the viewpoint of
constructional transformation. The author argues that the semantic categories, such as argument
and theta role, should be defined depending on formal criteria of constructional transformations.
In fact, "X-place" verb stands for sub-classes of verbs. "X" should be regarded as a symbol instead
of a number. Even though it is regarded as a number, the value of X should NOT be limited in the
range of 0,1,2,3, but can be expanded to more values, including 1.5, 2.5, etc.. "X-place" verb
means both how many NPs can co-occur with the verb and where the NPs can be positioned.
Furthermore, the theta roles, such as agent, location, can also be used to predict whether a
constructional transformation is acceptable or not. If those theta roles can be classified and defined
according to how they influence the constructional transformations systematically, the semantic
categories will be very useful in helping the natural language processing by computer.

Keywords  argument structure, thetarole, verb, constructional transformation,

formalized rule, constraint



