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Syntactic And Semantic Restrictions On Verb-complement Construction And
Structural Disambiguation Of "v+a+n" Pattern
Zhan Weidong zwd@pku.edu.cn
Dept. of Chinese, Peking University, Beijing, 100871

Abstract: This paper discusses on characteristics of argument structure of Verb-Complement, or
VC, in Contemporary Chinese on two levels. On the first level, the author describes the constraints
on combination of verbs and adjectives from which a VC construction is constructed. On the
second level, the author focuses on the argument structure of VC construction, the theta roles and
their selectional restrictions related to VC construction. It is worthy to note that the argument
structure of VC construction is significantly different from the argument structure of its two
components, verb and adjective. Based on the above analysis, the disambiguation of an ambiguous
pattern "verb + adjective + noun", which could be parsed as [verb [adjective noun]] or [[verb
adjective] noun], is shown as a practical application of the research proposed in this paper.

Keywords: verb-complement construction, argument structure, theata role, selectional restriction,

valency



