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A Review on Studies of Chinese Word Classification From the Perspective of
Parsing Sentence by Computer

Abstract In recent years, Chinese word classification becomes again a hot topic that drew more
attentions from both theoretical linguists and the researchers from the field of Chinese
information processing. In this paper, the author argues that the reason lead to controversies
on the issue of Chinese word classification is an unpractical advocation: the criterion of
classification must be the syntactic functions, or distributions of words, and furthmore, words
in same category must have the same functions. This paper claims that it is not neccessary to
require words in same catrgory must have the same functions although the first half of the
advocation is right. Feature sturcture or so-called attribute-value matrices can be used as a
basic framework for linguistic knowledge representation just as it does very well in the
modern syntatic theories such as HPSG, LFG, etc.. In order to support computer's automatic
parsing of sentences, there are two kinds of knowledge about word distribution are required
more urgently. One is to analyse the distribution of words depending on more complicated
tree structures, the other is to describe the selectional restrictions of words.
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