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Sentence types
Weidong Zhan and Xiaojing Bai

This chapter discusses sentence types. An overview of sentence properties is first
given, followed by detailed descriptions of sentences, classified according to their
communicative function and internal structure, respectively.

14.1. Sentences and clauses

A sentence is the largest syntactic unit with independent functions in the dis-
course. It consists of a main clause, which can have a complicated internal struc-
ture, and some peripheral elements, mainly sentence-final particles. A clause is
comprised of a subject and a predicate. The subject is typically a nominal phrase,
which represents some entity or entities, but it can also be a verb phrase or an
adjective phrase. The predicate is predominantly a verb phrase or an adjective
phrase, depicting the state or action of the entity or entities represented by the
subject. The predicate does not display, in any specific form, agreement with
the subject in terms of number, gender, and other grammatical categories. For
instance, there is no distinction between the predicates in [1a] and [1b], even
though the subject of [1a] is singular while the subject of [1b] is plural.

1 a IASTKET.
na4 zhil niao3 feil zou3 1le0
that CL  bird fly go LE
‘That bird has flown away.’

b. JBLEETGET,
na4xiel niao3 feil zou3 le0
those bird fly go LE
‘Those birds have flown away.’

A prominent property of clauses in Chinese is that their constituents, especially
the subject, may be omitted or, in the terminology of contemporary linguistics,
appear in a zero form. When the subject of the second clause in [2] appears as a
zero form, the whole sentence remains grammatical and has the interpretation
of one with the subject position filled with a pronoun. The most likely reading of

401



402 Weidong Zhan and Xiaojing Bai

[2], with a zero form or a pronoun in the subject position of the second clause, is
that the %% wulyal ‘crow’ is looking for water.

2] A—-RSEOE T, (BRI kS,
you3 yil zhil wulyal kou3ke3 le0 tal dao4chu4
YOU one CL Ccrow thirsty LE it  everywhere

zhao3 shui3 hel
seek  water drink
‘A crow was thirsty. It looked for water everywhere.’

Another property is that a clause can be part of another clause without any
change in constituent order. In [3], both S5 /i ik fang2jia4 gaolzhang3 ‘house
prices are soaring’ and £ 1R % 5¢ jinglji4 fan2rong2 ‘the economy is prosperous’
are clauses that can appear independently as sentences. When functioning in [3]
as the subject and the object respectively, they do not show any marking or any
variation.

B8] ki AR B
fang2jia4 gaolzhang3 shuolming2 jinglji4 hen3
house_price rise show economy very
fan2rong2
booming
‘House prices are soaring, which suggests that the economy is booming.’

14.2. Overview of sentence classification
The classification of sentences can be based on either their communicative func-
tions or their internal structures.

14.2.1. Sentence types and communication functions
According to their communicative functions, sentences can be classified into five
types, as follows:

1 Declaratives: When a declarative sentence like [4a] is used, the speaker is char-
acteristically making a statement that is believed to be an objective message,
without much personal feeling being expressed.

2 Exclamatives: When an exclamatory statement like [4b] is used, the speaker is
expressing some strong personal feeling to convey a forceful message to the
listener.

3 Interrogatives: With an interrogative like [4c|, the speaker asks for information
from the listener, who is supposed to respond accordingly.
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4 Directives: With a directive like [4d], the speaker typically issues a command
asking for action from the listener.

5 Vocatives: With a vocative like [4e], the speaker gives a signal to the listener,
suggesting that he is about to send or is ready to receive a particular message
and the listener’s response is expected.

[4]  a. EAELXAHEZ.
wo3 kan4 guo4 zhe4 bu4 dian4ying3
I see GUO this CL movie
‘I have watched this movie (before).’

b. AR
duol hao3 de0 ren2 a0
so good DE person A
‘What a good man!’

c. MRAEEEAE?
ni3 shi4 yilshengl ma0
you be doctor MA
‘Are you a doctor?’

d. !
zhan4 zhu4
stand  still
‘Stand stilll’

e. Zik.
lao3 zhangl
old ZHANG
‘Lao Zhang.’

14.2.2. Sentence types and internal structures

Sentences can be classified as simplex, complex, and compound, according to their
internal structures and the syntactic relation between constituents. A simplex
sentence consists of one clause only. A complex sentence has a main clause that
has some other clause(s) embedded inside it. A compound sentence is made up of
two or more clauses that are related to each other but are not embedded within
each other.

A simplex sentence contains only one clause and part of it may appear in zero
form. In the conversation in [5], one person uses a simplex sentence as a question,
whereas the other person responds with another simplex sentence that appears
as part of a clause. It should be understood that the subject of the reduced clause
is 3 wo3 ‘I,” while the predicate has a progressive marker 7t zai4.

403
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5] Q@ MRfETA?
ni3 zai4 gan4 shen2me0
you ZAI do what
‘What are you doing?

Ar EEIPEL

fu4yin4 jiang3yi4
copy handout
‘Copying the handouts.’

A clause can function as the subject, the object, or the adverbial, as well as the
attributive of a nominal phrase or the object of a preposition in another clause. Ifa
clause contains other clause(s) but is not contained in or coordinated with another
clause, it is the main clause of a sentence and such a sentence is a complex one.
The complex sentence in [3] has a subordinate clause as the subject and another
one as the object, while the complex sentence in [6] has the clause % [} T 4%
lu4shang0 chul le0 chelhuo4 ‘have a car accident on the road’ as the adverbial.

6] AW e BT AN BT
talmen0 yinlwei4 lu4shang0 chul 1le0 chelhuo4
they because en_route occur LE car_accident

bu2 qu4 shang4hai3 le0

NEG go  SHANGHAI LE

‘Because there was an accident on the way to Shanghai, they won’t
go to Shanghai now.’

A sentence often contains a main clause and a sentence-final particle, which
typically appears in exclamatives like [4b], interrogatives like [4c], sentences with
a perfective predicate, or sentences indicating a change of state, as in [6].

The subordinate clause in a complex sentence may not be contained inside the
main clause but instead may occur outside of it. Such a clause would look like
part of a compound sentence that typically consists of coordinated clauses. These
types of complex sentences and compound sentences share many features and a
prominent one is the use of connective adjuncts. In the conditional sentence in
[7a], the conditional clause is marked with 415 ru2guo3 ‘if’ to indicate a hypothetic
state and the consequence is expressed in the main clause, which is marked with
HE 2. nad4me0 ‘then.’ In the compound sentence in [7b], the two coordinated clauses
are marked with the connective adjunct pair AMH ... 4 ... bu2dand. .. hai2... ‘not
only...but also...’ Compound sentences can also be connected with coordina-
tors, such as 5 huod4zhe3 ‘or’ in [7¢].
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71 a. WCRIHKREMERTE, B2k g fb—XL
ru2guo3 jie3ful zhenlde0 xi3huanl shou3tao4
if brother-in-law really like gloves

na4me0 wo3 jiu4 hui4 song4gei3 tal yil shuangl
then I thus will give_to he one CL
‘If my brother-in-law really likes gloves, [ will give him a pair as a gift.’

b, ABAEEDE T A R, ks TP
tal bu4dan4 shulguangl le0 suo3you3 de0 gian2
he not_only lose_clean LE all DE money

hai2 shuldiao4 le0 suo3you3 de0 fang2zi0

yet lose LE all DE house

‘He not only gambled away all his money but also all his houses.’
e WIRFREAEAR, SiE RS K Tk,

ming2tianl wo3 qu4 jiel ni3 huo4zhe3 ni3

tomorrow I go pick_ up you or you

jinltian1l xia4wu3  guo4lai2
today afternoon come
‘I will [go to] pick you up tomorrow, or you can come this afternoon.’

14.2.3. Clauses with non-canonical constituent order

Although the basic constituent order in a clause is for the subject to appear before
the predicate, for the object to appear after the verb, and for the adverbial to occur
before the predicate, there are cases where some non-canonical order is used. Such
clauses typically are embedded in other clauses.

14.2.3.1. Preposing and postposing

In addition to the well-known topic-comment constructions discussed in
Chapter 17, a constituent can be moved from its usual position to the very begin-
ning of a clause, and this often occurs in oral communication when the speaker
rushes to give the most important information first and then adds the less impor-
tant information. The effect of such preposing is often similar to postposing a
constituent to the end of the clause.

The predicate appears before the subject in [8a(i)], as against the usual order in
[8a(ii)], because the speaker feels chilly and wanted to convey his feeling directly
and immediately. The speaker then realizes that some more information was
needed and added the location. No matter whether the speaker preposes the
predicate or postposes the subject as an afterthought, the communicative effect
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is the same. In [8Db(i)], the verb appears before the adverbial; in [8c(i)], the object
verb phrase occurs before the main verb; and in [8d(i)], the resultative expression
appears before the verb, in comparison to the default order shown in all the [8ii]
sentences.

8] a. i BRI, XL,
guai4 leng3 de0 zhe4er0
pretty cold DE here
‘Pretty cold here.’

i, XLEERAY.

zhe4er0 guai4 leng3 de0
here pretty cold DE
‘It’s pretty cold here.

b. i I, EZ.
xia4banl le0 yi3jingl
knock_off work LE already
‘Off work, already.’

ii. D& MIET,
yi3jingl xia4banl 1le0
already knock_off work LE
‘(’'m) already off work.’

c. i KLU R,
qu4 shang4banl zhun3bei4
go be_on_duty plan
‘Go to work, be ready to.’

ii. MR BB

zhun3bei4 qu4 shang4banl
plan go  be_on_duty
‘(’'m) ready to go to work.’

d. i EAT, 2.
zoudbu2dong4 le0 lei4 deO
cannot_move LE tired DE
‘Can’t move, [being] too tired.’

ii. RIFEAZT .

lei4 de0 zou3bu2dong4 Ile0
tired DE cannot_move LE
‘(I’'m) too tired to move.’
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When a speaker is anxious to get an answer immediately, to prepose the predi-
cate of an interrogative sentence, as in [9a], is a common way to do this in conver-
sation. Another way to achieve the same effect is to repeat the subject at the end
of the question, as in [9b].

9] a H®ERETFHR?
hai2 qu4 bu4 qu4 ya0 ni3
yet go NEG go YA you
‘Then (will) you still going or not?’

b. RIEEANEFIR?
ni3 hai2 qu4 bu4 qu4 ya0 ni3
You yet go NEG go YA you
‘Then (will) you still go or not?’

14.2.3.2. Parenthetical expressions

Parenthetical expressions are those inserted into a clause, interrupting the normal
flow of information to add supplements indirectly related to the clause. It is found
in both spoken and written genres. In [10a], the parenthetical expression it %]
e hai2 mei2 guo4men2 ne0 ‘not married yet’ is put between {17 ‘his wife’ and the
predicate W4 lao3 chao3jia4 ‘fight alot’ to correct some potential misperception.
In [10b], the parenthetical expression appears between the subject fiAJ T3k |- 7]
tal de0 ding3tou2 shang4sil ‘his immediate boss’ and the predicate f#EABHIT T4~ 1E
% ba3 tal zhual le0 ge4 zhengdzhao2 ‘caught him on the spot’ to provide additional
information about the subject. The parenthetical expression Wriji ting1shuol ‘hear
(someone) say’ is placed between the subject and the predicate in [10c] and at the
very beginning of the sentence in [10d] to indicate that the content of the sentence
is hearsay. In [10e], the parenthetical expression is placed between the verb &
cheng2nuo4 ‘promise’ and its object {~FiX > % bao3shou3 zheOge4 midmi4 ‘(he
will) keep this secret’ to give the promise a time limit.

[10]  a. FETERAGEL - - BT W - - Z0b4e.
shuan4zi0 genl tal xi2fu4 hai2 mei2 guo4men2 ne0
Shuanzi and he wife yet_not marry NE

lao3 chao3jia4
always quarrel
‘Shuanzi and his wife, not married yet, fight a lot.’

b. ATk BF] - - - ABEERA - - LI TN IEE
tal de0 ding3tou2shang4sil yil ge4 duolyi2 de0
he DE one’s_direct_superior one CL suspicious DE
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ren2 ba3 tal zhual le0 ge4 =zheng4zhao2
person BA he catch LE GE on_the_spot
‘His immediate boss, a suspicious man, caught him on the spot.

L HAWRIRE S
yu3fa3 kao3shi4 tinglshuol hen3 rong2yi4

grammar test allegedly very easy
‘The grammar test, it is said, was quite easy.’
Writirii: 5 RS

tinglshuol yu3fa3 kao3shi4 hen3 rong2yi4
allegedly grammar test very easy

‘It is said that the grammar test is quite easy.’

flbrits (A R3Y—K) TRsF X AR
tal cheng2nuo4 you3xiao4qil yil tianl bao3shou3
he promise time_of efficacy one day  keep

zhe4 ge0 mi4mi4
this CL secret
‘He promised that he would keep this secret (for one day).’

14.3. Declarative and exclamative sentences
Both declarative and exclamative sentences make a statement to convey a message,
but they differ in that an exclamative adds strong personal feelings to the message.

14.3.1. Declarative sentences
The basic constituents of a declarative sentence are a clause, simplex or complex,

’

and a sentence-final particle, which appears when the clause describes a particular

type of event. Declarative sentences in general have an unmarked even-falling

intonation. The adverbials in the clause usually occur between the subject and
the predicate, as in [11a(i)] and [11a(ii)], but temporal or modal adverbials may
appear at the sentence-initial position, as in [11b(i)] and [11b(ii)].

[11] a. i

ii.

fib 4 A EE WE o

tal danglshi2 dai4 zhe0 mao4zi0
he at_that time wear ZHE hat
S IR T

danglshi2 tal dai4 zhe0 mao4zi0
at_that_time he wear ZHE hat

‘He was wearing a hat at that time.
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b. i fBIFRINET.

tal ye3xu3 shi4 ge0 long2zi0

he maybe be CL  deaf_person.
i, WIFRENFET.

ye3xu3 tal shi4 ge0 long2zi0

maybe he be CL  deaf person

‘Perhaps he is deaf’

Sentence-final particles appearing in declarative sentences are those that con-
tribute to the proposition of the sentence and those that do not. The former
typically mark the state of the proposition described by the clause, including
T 1e0, Wg ne0, and K% lai2zhe0, while the latter typically indicate the speaker’s
attitude or intention to express some non-propositional meaning, including #We
zheOne0, Wik ma0, M a0, and ' yo0.

The speaker in [12a] intends to inform the listener that “he has had dinner”
has become a fact at the time of reference, which is most likely to be the time of
speech. The Wg ne0 in [12Db] indicates that the state of “having dinner” is current
or is in progress at the time of reference. The 3% lai2zhe0 in [12c] signals that the
event described in the clause is in a continuous state at some time before the time
of speech.

[12] a. FMZIHEIRT .
wo3 chil guo4 wan3fan4 le0
I eat GUO dinner LE
‘Thave had my dinner.’

b. Rz ERYE
tal chil wan3fan4 ne0
he eat dinner NE
‘He is having his dinner.’

c. MBIERAMHORE.
tal zheng4 genl ren2 xia4qi2 lai2zheO
he right PREP people play_chess LAIZHE
‘He was playing chess with someone.’

The & WE zheOne0 in [13a] not only contributes to the proposition of the sentence
but also conveys the speaker’s intention. The speaker of [13a] tells the listener that
the state of “being rich” persists at the time of reference and that the speaker is
not shy saying this. The i ma0 in [13b] emphasizes an obvious fact, which the
speaker thinks the listener should have known, to encourage the listener to face
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the challenge. The M a0 in [13c] reminds the listener of a possible problem. The
I yo0 at the end of [13d] tells the listener to pay attention to the issue stated in
the sentence, and if the listener does not, he will feel sorry afterward.

[13]  a. XPAAERER.
zhe4 ge4 ren2 you3qian2 zheOne0O
this CL person be_rich ZHE_NE
‘This man is rich indeed.’
b, ARAREIR, TTHIF K AEVR
ni3  bu4 yao4 huilxinl wan4shi4 kailtou2
you NEG will lose_heart everything begin

nan2 mao0

hard MA
‘Don’t be disheartened. Everything is definitely hard at the very
beginning.’
c. PRAVA FRYH-FARET,
ni3men0 jianl shang4 de0 dan4zi0
you shoulder on DE carrying_pole_plus_load

hen3 zhong4 a0
very heavy A
‘The burden on your shoulders is heavy indeed.’
d.  FRULAYATIE A0 i B
wo3 shuol de0 ke3shi4 ming2tianl jiu4 dui4xian4
I say DE actually tomorrow  thus fulfill

yo0
YO
‘Tomorrow I will do what I said without delay.’

14.3.2. Exclamative sentences

The message conveyed by an exclamative sentence includes a statement of an
event or state and some special features indicating the speaker’s strong emotion
with regard to the event or state, which causes surprise, admiration, or even
skepticism. These features can be intonational, lexical, or structural.

14.3.2.1. Intonational features

Exclamative sentences are marked by a stressed falling intonation. In contrast with
declarative sentences, exclamative sentences are typically uttered louder, with
certain elements stressed. The stressed elements are predominantly those bearing
exclamative features, such as special adverbs and interrogative expressions. The
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determinative iX zhe4 ‘this’ in [14] is another such element being stressed to
express the speaker’s attitude.

[14] PRI BAT B UISCNL
ni3 zhe4 mei2you3 gu3qi4 de0 wen2ren2
you this NEG backbone DE scholar

‘You spineless scholar!’

14.3.2.2. Lexical features

Certain adverbs, interrogative expressions, sentence-final particles, and interjec-
tions can be used in an exclamative sentence to express the speaker’s feelings.
In addition to adverbs like K tai4 ‘too (much),” ¥ zhenl ‘really,” and % hao3
‘very’ in [15a] and [15b], interrogative expressions like Z/b> duolshao3 ‘how much,’
£ 2. duolme0 ‘how,” %2 duol ‘what,” fi] he2 ‘what,” and /E zen3 ‘how’ are also used
to mark exclamations. These interrogative expressions are used to indicate the
speaker’s surprise or skepticism, as in [15c]-[15{].

[15] a. H T A!
zhenl liao3bu4qi3
really amazing
‘Truly amazing.’

b. AT
hao3 yil ge4 shi4wai4tao2yuan2
such one CL Shangri-la
‘This is a true Shangri-lal’

c. Z/ANH H A
duolshao3 ge4 rid4ridyedye4 a0
many CL night _and_day A
‘So many days and nights!’

d. ZHRI AN
duol hao3 de0 ren2 na0
¢) good DE person NA
‘What a good man?!

e. XTSI SR A A
zhe4 shi4 he2deng3 de0 yinglxiong2qi4gai4 a0
this Dbe how DE heroism A
‘What heroism!

411
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f. BT T
zen3 yil ge4 chou2 zi4 liao3de2
why one CL worry word terrible
‘How a single word of “sorrow” could convey all (my) suffering!’

The most commonly used sentence-final particle in exclamative sentences is
W a0, as in [15¢] and [15e]. Its actual pronunciation can be influenced by the
syllable before it and the two are sometimes merged to form a new particle;
hence, variations like "f ya0, I wa0, and M na0, as shown in [16].

[16] a. JEORZFRE WA HLF!

yuan2lai2 shi4 wo3 xi3huanl de0 yu2 ya0
turn_out Dbe I like DE fish YA
‘It’s the kind of fish that I like!’

b. !
hao3 wa0
great WA
‘Great!’

c.  MEME!
nan2 na0
hard NA
‘Too hard!

Interjections occurring in exclamative sentences include " ail, H: wal, I a1,
W hail, W hel, etc. " ail expresses despair, as in [17a], while the other four
depict excitement, as in [17b]. Interjections are used independently, followed by
an exclamative sentence.

17] a. PRIMRAARFET!
ail ni3 tai4 bu4xing4 le0
Al you too unfortunate LE
‘Oh!I am so sorry for you!
b. I EJERIG T
wal zhenl shi4 tai4 qiao3 le0
WA really be too coincident LE
‘Wow! What a coincidence!’

14.3.2.3. Structural features

Exclamative sentences often contain a complete clause but they can also contain
only part of a clause. The context will typically provide enough clues from which
the listener can infer the necessary information.
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A common pattern in exclamative sentences is to use a complicated nominal
phrase in the form of 4f-(#R)(—)1~ NP hao3 (ni3) (yi1) ge4 NP ‘Good (you) (one) GE-CL
NP’ to convey the speaker’s disapproval of, or accusation and anger against, the
person it denotes. The pleonastic pronoun ff ni3 is optional and does not refer
to any particular person. The classifier |~ ge4 can be followed by either a noun
phrase or a proper name. When a proper name is used, as in [18a] and [18D],
the disapproval characteristic of the exclamative is clearly expressed, though not
directly.

(18] a EAEIRTR
hao3 ge4 jia3yu3cunil
such CL JIA_YUCUN
‘JIA Yucun, (such a damn fox)!

b. IFRABTHIR!
hao4 ni3 ge4 jia3yu3cunl
such you CL JIA_YUCUN
‘JIA Yucun, (such a damn fox)!

Sometimes a non-canonical constituent order can be used to convey personal
emotion. The predicate-subject clause in [19] is a typical case.

[19] KT, EARHT
tai4 leng3 1le0 zhe4 gui3 di4fang0
too cool LE this ghost place
‘Terribly cold. This damned place!’

Reduplication is another way to express the speaker’s strong emotion in an
exclamative sentence. The reduplication can produce an identical copy, as in
[20a], or it can produce a more complicated one, as in [20D].

[20] a. TONE! TAE!
liao3bu4qi3 liao3bu4qi3
amazing amazing
‘Amazing! Amazing!’
b. W DAE DGR B
hao3yilge4 gongljue2 hao3yilgel fenglliu2 de0
what a duke what a gallant DE
gongljue2
duke
‘What a Duke! What a gallant Duke!’
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14.4. Interrogative and directive sentences

When an interrogative or a directive is used, the speaker is making a request to
the listener. For the former, information from the listener as feedback is expected,
while for the latter, action or compliance from the listener is expected.

14.41. Interrogative sentences

Interrogatives can be classified as open or closed, depending on the type of answer
expected. The answer to a closed interrogative is chosen from a closed set, and the
answer is typically presented as an alternative in the interrogative sentence itself,
as in [21a] and [21b]. An open interrogative, like those in [21c]-[21d], conversely,
expects various answers that do not appear in the interrogative sentences.

[21] a. fREEEAM? [closed interrogative]
ni3 shi4 yilshengl ma0
you be doctor MA
‘Are you a doctor?’

b. REAZEA? [closed interrogative]
ni3 shi4 bu2 shi4 yilshengl
you be NEG be doctor
‘Are you a doctor or not?’

c. A4 )L 17 [open interrogative]
tal jinlnian2 ji3 sui4
he this_year how_much age
‘How old is he?

d. fbET14M? [open interrogative]
tal shi4 gan4 shen2me0O de0O
he Dbe do what DE
‘What does he do?

Interrogative sentences have the same constituent order as declarative sen-
tences, but they bear distinctive intonational, lexical, and structural features.

14.4.1.1. Intonational features

Interrogative sentences usually bear a rising intonation. The rising intonation at
the end of an interrogative features expansion in pitch range and time duration.
The intonational contrast between declaratives and interrogatives is shown in
[22], with the pitch range of the interrogatives wider and their duration longer
than those of declaratives, respectively.
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[22] a. i WIRMbATIFEE,
ming2tianl talmenO kailxue2
tomorrow  they begin_term
‘Their new semester begins tomorrow.’
il BIRABATIFEE?
ming2tianl talmenO kailxue2
tomorrow  they begin_term
‘Does their new semester begin tomorrow?’

b. i AlfiT—&E.
talmen0 yilqi3 zou3
they together go
‘They go together.’

i Al A?

talmen0 yilqi3 zou3
they together go
‘Do they go together?’

14.4.1.2. Lexical features
Open interrogatives are typically variable questions marked by interrogative
expressions. There are four types of interrogative expressions:

1 Interrogative nominal elements that typically replace nominal phrases in
a clause, such as simple ones like i shui2 ‘who’ and fI*4 shen2me0 ‘what’
and complicated ones like {4 R}% shen3me0 shi2hou0 ‘what time, when’ and
)L na3er0 ‘where.’

2 Interrogative adjectives, such as 2/ duolshao3 ‘how many/much,’ JL ji3 ‘how
many,” and /54 zen3me0 ‘how,” which can function as modifiers or predicates.

3 Interrogative adverbs, such as /&4 zenlmeOyang4 ‘how’ and /EFE zen3yang4
‘how’ for manner, means, state, or property; /&4 zen3me0 ‘how’ for means,
property, or reason; {1 4ff shen2me0yang4 ‘(in) what manner, how’ for state or
property; Wi{i] ru2he2 ‘how’ for manner or means; Nf[4 weidshen2me0 ‘why’
for reason or purpose; and Z duol ‘how’ for questions of degree.

4 Interrogative determinative W} na3 ‘which’ for the creation of complicated
interrogative nominal phrases (see Chapter 8).

Sentence-final particles typically used in interrogative sentences include "4 ma0
M bao, and W ne0. The first two are used in yes-no questions, but each has its
own properties in terms of function, illocutionary force, and pragmatic require-
ment.
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When a question with the particle I} bao0, like in [23a], is used, the speaker
assumes something and is asking for confirmation. An auxiliary verb J/ %
yinglgail ‘should’ can be added to make the assumption stronger, as in [23b].
If the speaker uses a yes—no question with the particle "% ma0 as in [23c], no such
assumption is made.

[23] a. fRIEER=AEAEIE?
ni3 shi4 da4sanl xue2shengl ba0
you be college_third_year student BA
‘You are a junior, right?’

b, VRBZRE R = A
ni3 yinglgail shi4 da4sanl xue2shengl ba0
you should be college_third_year student BA
‘You should be a junior, right?’

c. MRER=SAEN?
ni3 shi4 da4sanl xue2shengl ma0
you be college_third_year student MA
‘Are you a junior?’

The sentence-final particle "% ma0 can be added to an open question to turn it
into a closed one. The speaker of [24a] is asking about a place where the listener
spent his holiday, and the listener could give a city name like Shanghai as the
answer. The speaker of [24D] is asking what the listener wants to eat, and the
listener could name a food like noodles. When a particle ' ma0 appears at the final
position of [24a], the yes—no question in [25a] is created and the interrogative
expressions inside the question will have the reading of universal quantifiers
instead of variables. The speaker in [25a] is asking whether the listener went
anywhere for the holiday and either a yes or a no is expected as the answer. The
same could be said about [25b].

[24] a. FHIREMWILET T
chunljie2 ni3 qu4 na3er0 wan2 le0
the_Chinese_New_Year you go where play LE
‘Where did you go during the Chinese New Year?’

b. fRIZEATA?
ni3 chil dian3 shen2me0
you eat some what
‘What do you want to eat?’
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[25] a. HIEREMFILITTG?
chunijie2 ni3 qu4 na3er0 wan2 le0
the_Chinese_New_Year you go where play LE

ma0
MA
‘Did you go anywhere during the Chinese New Year?’

b. PRIz s A2
ni3 chil dian3 shen2me0 ma0
you eat some what MA
‘Do you want to eat something?’

The particle W¢ ne0 is an optional marker for open interrogative sentences. In
[26a] and [26Db], the interrogatives in group (ii) mean the same as their counterparts
in group (i). The only difference is that interrogatives in group (i) sound less blunt
and less confrontational. On the other hand, when W¢ ne0 is added to a nominal
phrase, as in group (iii), a variable question is created. Even when there is no
interrogative expression in such cases, the sentence will yield a reading as if it
were a full interrogative with a variable. [26a(iii)] can be understood as ‘where
is my dictionary?,” while [26Db(iii)] can be interpreted as ‘how much is your hat?’
Note that the actual meaning of such a question depends on the context and each
question is naturally ambiguous, with many possible readings.

26] a. i FRAGFHLAEGRILWE?
wo3 de0 zi4dian3 zai4 na3er0 ne0
I DE dictionary PREP where NE
i, Fey T IR L2
wo3 de0 zi4dian3 zai4 na3er0
I DE dictionary PREP where
iii. T HLe?
wo3 de0 zi4dian3  ne0
I DE dictionary NE
‘Where is my dictionary?’

b. i RAYIET 22
ni3 de0 mao4zi0 duolshao3 qian2 ne0
you DE hat how_much money NE
ii. RIIE T2 E2
ni3 de0 mao4zi0 duolshao3 qian2
you DE hat how_much money

417
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iii. YRAYIE-T-WE?
ni3 de0 mao4zi0 ne0
you DE hat NE
‘How much is your hat?’

The particle We ne0 can be used in other sentences to produce a similar effect.
The variable question in [27a] is a conditional sentence and the variable JL s
ji3dian3 ‘which hour, when’ is the temporal adverbial of the consequence clause.
If the consequence clause is taken out of [27a] but the Wg ne0 is directly attached to
the conditional clause to create [27b], the new sentence is still a variable question
with an interpretation similar to that of [27a], even though some other variable
question readings are also possible.

[27]  a. WERFGEAIDR, IRNITHRB 2R LAYE?
ru2guo3 wo3 gan3 bu4 hui2lai2 ni3men0 zui4chi2
if I rush NEG back you latest

hui4 deng3 dao4 ji3 dian3  neO
will wait  PREP which o’clock NE
‘If I cannot rush back in time, till when would you wait?’

b, WURIKALA K WE?
ru2guo3 wo3 gan3 bu4 hui2lai2 ne0
if I rush NEG back NE
‘What if I cannot rush back in time?’

The particle Wg ne0 can also be used in alternative questions, like in [28]. Note
that although the answer to an alternative question should be chosen from a
closed set that has been shown in the question itself, an alternative question is
not the same as a yes—no question. The answer to [28a] is either M5 hel pi2jiu3
‘drink beer’ or MLV hel hong2jiu3 ‘drink red wine,” while the answer to the
yes—no question in [28c] is either Wf/ ]Iz zan2men0 chil ‘we will eat’ or Mf/] ANz
zan2men0 bu4 chil ‘we will not eat.’

(28] a. ARAIPEMR LR IESLLIE TE?
ni3men0 hel pi2jiu3 hai2shi4 hel hong2jiu3 ne0
you drink beer or drink red_wine NE
‘Do you drink beer or do you drink red wine?’
b. 1AW i B E 2
talmenO jinlwan3 zou3 hai2shi4 ming2zao3
they tonight go or tomorrow_morning
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zou3 ne0
go NE
‘Will they leave tonight or will they leave tomorrow morning?’

c. WEAIINZ K2
zan2men0 chil huo3guol ma0
we eat  hot_pot MA
‘Are we having hot pot?’

14.4.1.3. Structural features

Interrogative sentences in Chinese typically have the same constituent order as
their declarative counterparts do. There are, however, two types of interrogative
sentences that have special structural and morphological features. One type is the
so-called V-not-V alternative question in which the first verbal element in a clause
is reduplicated with a negative form. The V part of the V-not-V can be the main
verb, as in [29a], the modal auxiliary, as in [29b], or the adjective of an adjectival
predicate, as in [29¢].

[29] a. ARIEIEAIREXFEE?
ni3 tong2yi4 bu4 tong2yi4 zhe4 zhong3 shuolfa3
you agree NEG agree this CL saying
‘Do you agree with this saying or not?’

b.  VREEARERZ AR
ni3 neng2 bu4 neng2 chil la4jiaol
you can NEG can eat  chili_pepper
‘Can you eat chili pepper?’

c. THEATE?
ganljing4 bu4 ganljing4
clean NEG clean
‘Is it clean or not?’

When the V part is a disyllabic verb or adjective, the first V in the V-not-V can be
just the first syllable, as in [30a] and [30b]. When the predicate is in an imperfective
aspect, the “not” part of the V-not-V will be % mei2you3 ‘not’ or its shortened
form 7% mei2 ‘not,” as in [30c].

[30] a. AffITEAEAEK?
talmen0 xi3bu4xi3huan0 you2yong3
they like_not_like swim
‘Do they like swimming?’

419
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PRI IS8 ?

ni3 de0 nil3peng2you2 piao4budpiao4liang0
you DE girlfriend pretty-not-pretty
‘Is your girlfriend beautiful?

R 2B it i?
ni3men0 qu4mei2qu4 guoO0 shang4hai3
you go_not_go GUO SHANGHAI

‘Have you ever been to Shanghai?

Note that the answer to a V-not-V alternative question is derived from either

the V part or the not-V part. The answer to a V-not-V alternative question is thus

similar to that of a yes—no question, as shown in [31a] and [31b].

[31]

a.

Q ffTRIEA R
talmen0 tong2yi4 bu4 tonglyi4
they agree NEG agree
‘Do they agree or not?’

A RRIE
bu4 tongyi4
NEG agree
‘They don’t.’

Q fbfiImIE?
talmen0 tong2yi4 ma0
they agree MA
‘Do they agree?’

A AR
bu4 tonglyi4
NEG agree
‘They don’t.’

Another type of interrogative sentence with special structural features is the

so-called tag question, or AB-not-B question, in which the predicate is repeated
in its negative form as a tag, like the AN JF %4 bu4 kailchel ‘not drive the car’ in
[32a]. The tag part can also be just the negated verb, as in [32b], or simply the
negative morpheme, as in [32c]. The negative morpheme in the tag can also be
WA mei2you3 or its shortened form 7% mei2, depending on the aspect borne by the
verb, as shown by [32d] and [32e].
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[32] a. MRASKRFFENTFE2
ni3 jinltianl kailchel bu4 kailchel
you today drive NEG drive

‘Will you drive the car today?

b. RSKIFFEATF?
ni3 jinltianl kailchelbu4kail
you today drive_not_drive
‘Will you drive the car today?’

c. WAHRIFEAR?
ni3 jinltianl kailchel bu4
you today drive NEG
‘Will you drive the car today?’

d. IRASRIZE A"
ni3 jinltianl chi2 guo4 yao4 mei2you3
you today eat GUO medicine NEG
‘You took your medication today, didn’t you?’

e. IRARNZITLE?
ni3 jinltianl chi2 guo4 yao4 mei2
you today eat GUO medicine NEG
‘You took your medication today, didn’t you?’

Although the clause bearing the main interrogative feature can appear in dif-
ferent shapes if it is the main clause, such a clause typically has either the shape
in [33a] or that in [33b] when it is embedded in a direct question. The V-not-V
form in [33a] is inside the object clause but it is the whole sentence that should
be interpreted as a V-not-V alternative question, namely, the V-not-V form in the
embedded clause has a scope over the main clause. Similarly, [33b] should be
interpreted as a direct question, even though the interrogative expression {14
shen3me0 ‘what’ is in its usual position inside an object clause.

[33] a. RBEMEMIEAZL LR
ni3 kan4 za2men0 qu4bu4qu4 shang4banl
you see  us go_not_go go_to_work
‘Do you think we should go to work?’
b. iy Nz 42
ta3 shuol malma0 xiang3 chil shen2me0

he say mother want eat what
‘What did he say mother wanted to eat?’

421
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When the clause bearing the main interrogative feature is the main part of an
indirect question, it will have either the shape in [34a] or that in [34b]. The V-not-
V question form in [34a] is for indirect closed interrogatives, while the variable
question form in [34b] is for indirect open interrogatives.

[34] a. WiPIRIFRER IS KA.
nai3nai0 wen4 wo3 qu4 mei2 qu4 guo4 tianljinl
grandma ask I go NEG go GUO TIANJIN
‘Grandmother asked me whether I had been to Tianjin.’
b, fIEITUTHES S A
talmen0 zai4 da3tingl shui2 hui4 dangl
they ZAl gather_info who will become

zhu3jue2
protagonist
‘They were trying to find out who would play the leading role.’

14.4.2. Directive sentences

With a directive sentence, the speaker asks the listener to perform or not to
perform an action. The illocutionary force of directive sentences varies, covering
commands, requests, suggestions, advice, etc. Directives have distinctive intona-
tional, lexical, and structural features.

14.4.2.1. Intonational features

Directive sentences are marked by a stressed falling intonation. A forceful com-
mand or request is obviously louder than a declarative sentence when uttered.
Commands and requests in written texts characteristically end with an exclama-
tion mark.

14.4.2.2. Lexical items

Many directive sentences, especially those expressing commands and requests,
have a sentence-final particle, which is typically M a0 or P ba0. Wi a0 is often
found in a command, like in [35a], to attract the listener’s attention and to give
more persuasive force. ! ba0 is found mainly in requests, like in [35b], to make
the request softer so it sounds like advice or even a plea.

[35] a. g
kuai4 pao3 a0
fast run A
‘Run’’
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b. PUEM!
kuai4 zou3 ba0
fast g0 BA
‘Better hurry up!’

The pronunciation of the particle i a0 may be influenced by the preceding
syllable and the two might merge to produce phonetic variations like I wa0 or
W yao.

14.4.2.3. Structural features

Directive sentences are usually short, as they mainly occur in face-to-face con-
versation for a “the shorter, the better” communication effect. A few directive
sentences take the form of a subject-predicate construction. The subject can be
a second-person pronoun, as in [36a], a first-person plural pronoun, as in [36b],
or an inclusive pronoun, like the K5 da4jial ‘all people’ in [36¢]. In most cases,
however, the subject does not show up, as in the cases of [36d] through [36g], since
its referent is evident in the context. Such directive sentences consist of just a
verb phrase, mainly with an activity verb, achievement verb, or accomplishment
verb as the head. A few directive sentences are made of a single nominal phrase,
as in [36h], typically as a request for an object.

[36] a. REEHIZICT! [Command]
ni3 yao4 yong4 bi3 ji4 xia4
you have_to wuse pen note down
‘You should write this down with a pen!’

b. PAMTHAR FHRAE! [Request]
zan2men0 ming2tianl zai4 tan2 ba0
we tomorrow  then talk BA
‘Let’s talk about it tomorrow!

c.  RE(WA N T [Command]
da4jial suo3you3 ren2 doul zuo4 xia4
everyone everyone all sit down
‘Sit down, everyone!’

d. ¥f¥! [Command/request]
zhan4 zhu4
stand  still
‘Stop!’
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e. #|Hf! [Command/advice]
bie2 1i3 tal
NEG be_heard he
‘Leave him alone!
f. IR, 124! [Advice]
bie2 zhao2ji2 man4man4 zhao3
not worry slow look_for
‘No need to hurry, take your time!’
g. LA H! [Request]
qing3 rang4 wo3 kan4kanO
please let I look
‘Let me have a look!’
h. #Mffi! [Command]
shalbu4
bandage
‘Bandage!’

A directive sentence can also be made of a I ba3 construction, as in [37].

[37] a. EBEIK.

ba3 shul na2 shang4lai2
BA book bring up
‘Bring the book up here.’

b, L.
ba3 jiu3 hel guangl
BA wine drink nothing left
‘Finish your wine.’

c. #EFIF—-T.
ba3 chuanglhu0 kail yilxia4
BA window open once
‘Open the window.’

d. ks —sl.
ba3 tou2 tai2 gaol yildian3er0
BA head raise high a_bit
‘Raise your head a little bit higher.’

When the speaker and the listener both know the identity of the object to be
acted upon, the # ba3 ‘BA’ phrase does not have to be overtly mentioned. [38a]
thus can have the same interpretation as [37a] does, while [38b] can have the
reading of [37d], among other possibilities.
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[38] a. FEI[R!

na2 shang4lai2
bring up
‘Bring it up here!’

b. HE— UL
tai2 gaol yildian3er0
raise high a_bit
‘Lift it up a little higher?’

When the speaker and the listener both know the action, the verb in the VP in
[38b] can be omitted. The directive in [39] can mean the same as [38b] does, even
though it can also mean something else, such as standing at a higher place.

[39] L
gaol yildian3er0
high a_bit
‘A little higher!

The — 5. )L yildian3er0 ‘a little bit’ in these directive sentences represents a small
amount, with the numeral — yil ‘one’ as the only choice. The speaker uses such a
directive to indicate that the request is on a small scale only. In some cases, even
the — yil ‘one’ can be left out. [40a] thus can be interpreted as [39], while the two
directives in [40b] and [40c] mean the same thing.

[40] a. mEAJL
gaol dian3er0
high a_bit
‘A little higher?

b. fFal—SJL!
zi3xi4 yildian3er0
careful a_little
‘Be more careful!’

c. fransu
zi3xi4  dian3er0
careful a_little
‘Be more careful!’

Directive sentences may also be used to ask the listener not to do something or
to stop doing something. This is mainly achieved by using “%] VP (T),” where jI|
bie2 ‘do not’ can be replaced by A& budyao4 ‘should not,” AN budbi4 ‘no need,’
N H budyong4 ‘no need,” or A beng2 ‘do not,” which is the contracted form of
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A budyong4. 5| bie2 ‘do not’ and /NE budyao4 ‘should not’ are typically used
in commands and requests as a warning against certain actions. A~ bu4bi4 ‘no
need’ is typically used in advice as a recommendation that certain action is not
necessary. A~ H] bu2yong4 ‘no need’ and 7§ beng2 ‘no need’ are typically used in
suggestions as a clear proposal that there is no need to do the action.

[41] a. 6
bie2 peng2
do_not touch
‘Don’t touch it!

b. G2 T
bie2 chil guangl le0
not_do eat nothing left LE
‘Don’t eat up all [of it]

c. Tl
gianlwan4 bie2 qu4
absolutely do_not go
‘Don’t go! Never ever!’

d. AR A
ni3 ke3 bie2 zhe4me0 shuol
you surely do_not so say
‘You’d better not say so!’

Notice that “5l| VP T” can convey either a command or a wish. The directive
Wz T bie2 chilguangl le0 thus can be a wish, meaning ‘I hope that it has not
been eaten up,” and it can also be a command, meaning ‘don’t eat all of it.” The
verb phrase should be stressed in the first reading, while %] bie2 ‘do not’ is stressed
in the second reading.

5l bie2 ‘do not’ is occasionally used alone. In the conversation in [42], Speaker B
utters %] bie2 ‘do not’ after Speaker A makes a proposal in the form of a suggestion.

[42]  A: PAMITRAGEME,
zan2men0 zao3 dian3 zou3 ba0
we early a_little go BA
‘Let’s leave earlier.’
B: it FRIAEESE (LB
bie2 wo3 hai2yao4 deng3 yil wei4 gudke4 ne0
don’t 1 still wait one CL guest NE
‘Don’t do that! I still need to wait for a customer.’
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An interesting feature of “jl] VP (T)” is that the VP part can be a passive one,
such as the #¥ bei4 ‘BEI’ construction in [43].

[43] SR THER T
bie2 bei4 chelzi0 zhuang4 zhe0 le0
do_not BEI car hit ZHE LE
‘Don’t get hit by a car!’

14.5. Logic relations between clauses

In compound sentences and certain complex sentences, no clause is clearly embed-
ded inside another and all clauses might be simply juxtaposed together without
any marking. Such a sentence is potentially ambiguous, with many readings, and
a common way to avoid ambiguity is to use coordinators, connective adjuncts, or
connective prepositions to indicate the logic relationship between clauses.

14.5.1. Conjunctive and disjunctive relations

In both conjunctive and disjunctive relations, two clauses A and B are syntacti-
cally equal and relatively independent. However, conjunction requires that both
statements be true or false at the same time, while disjunction does not, since in
most cases, only one of the alternatives is true in a disjunctive relation.

The clauses in a conjunctive or disjunctive relation may not share any con-
stituent, but each of them could have some constituent that refers to the same
entity. It is quite common for the subject of all these clauses to refer to the same
entity, and when this happens, the subject of the second clause and those after it
typically do not appear overtly. Such a compound sentence will thus look similar
to a clause with coordinated predicates.

14.5.1.1. Conjunctive relation
Four subtypes of conjunctive relation can be distinguished, which are now dis-
cussed.

CONJUNCTION OF EQUIVALENT CLAUSES Clauses in such a conjunction represent
events or states of logically equal status. They are often marked with the coordina-
tor 3 H. bing4qie3 ‘and,” and their order is typically reversible. The two compound
sentences in [44a] and [44b] thus have the same meaning.

[44] a. KK T, I ERMA, Fr2UEB R 2 Al
tianltian1l xia4yu3 bing4qie3 qi4wenl pianl  dil
everyday  rain and temperature deviate low
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suo3yi3 zhuangljia0 da4bu4fen0 shilshoul

SO crops most lose_harvest

‘It was raining every day, and the temperature was on the low side.
Most of the crops were thus lost.’

SRR, I HRK T, B ARG i
gi4wenl pianl  dil bing4qie3 tianltianl xia4yu3
temperature deviate low and everyday  rain

suo3yi3 zhuangljia0 da4bu4fen0 shilshoul

o) crops most lose_harvest

‘The temperature was on the low side, and it was raining every day.
Most of the crops were thus lost.’

If the two clauses linked by J H bing4qie3 ‘and’ have an identical subject,
the subject of the second clause characteristically will not appear, as in [45a].

Sometimes 1 H. bing4gie3 ‘and’ will not appear overtly either, as in [45b].

[45]

a.

T —E SRR, I HAWGE T2,
gonglchang3 yilzhi2 jian1chi2 shenglchan3
factory all_the_time insist_ on produce

bing4qie3 bu2duan4 gai3jin4 gonglyi4

and unceasingly improve craft

‘The factory has been keeping [up] production, and improving its
technology.’

T — B R, AW T2,

gonglchang3 yilzhi2 jianichi2 shenglchan3
factory all_the_time insist_ on produce

bu2duan4  gai3jin4 gonglyi4

unceasingly improve craft

‘The factory has been keeping [up] production, and improving its
technology.’

Thelogic relation between clauses in this type of conjunction can also be marked
with connective adjunct pairs, which typically have a syntactic role to play in the
clause and contribute to the overall proposition of the clause. Connective adjunct
pairs used in such conjunctions are mainly of three kinds:

1 BE...X...ji4...youd...'notonly...butalso...’
... t...ye4...ye4...‘also...also...both...and...’

M ... ...youd...youd...‘again...again...both...and...

>
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2 — l...— [fl...yilmian4...yilmian4...‘at the same time...at the same
time...’
— il...— i ... yilbianl...yilbianl...‘at the same time...at the same
time...’

3 —M...(%9)—J7fi...yilfanglmian4... (lingd) yilfanglmian4...‘on the one
hand...on the other hand...’

Connective adjuncts in group [1] and group [2] are adverbs, typically appearing
between the subject and the predicate. Those in group [1] can appear in clauses
with verbal or adjectival predicates, while those in group [2] appear in clauses
with a verbal predicate only. Clauses marked by connective adjuncts in group [1]
characteristically describe a state like that in [46a], a property like that in [46Db], or
an ability like that in [46c], while those marked by connective adjuncts in group
[2] usually describe an ongoing action like that in [46d].

[46] a. BEBCA TAE, XA AT,
tal ji4 mei2you3 gonglzuo4 you4 mei2you3
he also NEG job also NEG

peng2you0 banglmang?2
friend aid
‘He has neither a job nor a friend to help him.’

b A TARBEE S, Rfak .
tal de0 gonglzuo4 ji4 xinlku3 you4 weilxian3
he DE job also hard also dangerous
‘His job is hard and dangerous.’

c. /MEFHRAL, RIEFWAAL, it 7L NKRA
xiao3ti2qin2 ye3 hui4 lal da4ti2qin2 ye3 hui4
violin also can play cello also can

lal tal hai2 zhenl shi4 ge4 tianlcai2
play she still really be CL genius
‘She can play violin, she can also play cello. She is really a genius.’

d. fl—M i, —miirs.
tal yilmian4 shuolhua4 yilmian4 da3zi4
he on_one_hand talk on_one_hand type
‘He was talking while typing.’

Clauses marked by those in group [3] typically describe two sides of the same
story, as in [47a] and [47D].
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[47]  a. —Jr I AEEAN KO, 75— I7 A h BRI 4.

yilfanglmian4 wo3men0 hui4 wei4 xianglgang3

on_one_hand we will PREP HONG_KONG
dai4lai2 shangljil ling4yilfanglmian4
bring business_opportunity on_the_other_hand

xianglgang3 ye3 wei4 wo3men0O ti2gong4 ziljinl
HONG_KONG also PREP we provide  capital

‘On the one hand, we provide Hong Kong with business opportunity,
and on the other hand, Hong Kong provides us with capital.’

b, dEat—J5 RO, 55— 5 THAEE R LA UK
bei3jingl yilfanglmian4 ganlhan4 quel shui3
Beijing on_one_side dry lack water
ling4yilfanglmian4 mei3feng2 da4yu3 ze2  you4
on_the_other_hand whenever heavy_rain then also

duolchu4 jilshui3

many_places stagnant_water

‘On the one hand, Beijing suffers from water shortage and drought,
but on the other hand, many places will be flooded after heavy rain.’

Note that the pair — 5T ... —J71f ... yilfanglmian4. . . yilfangimian4 . .. ‘on the
one hand...on the other hand’ differs in many aspects from the group [2] pairs —
... —If...yilmian4...yilmian4...‘atthesame time. .. at thesame time. .. and
—ill...—il .. yilbianl...yilbian1...‘at the same time...at the same time...,’
even though all three are metaphorically derived from the similar locative expres-
sions [fil mian4 ‘side,” 1 bian1 ‘side,” and J71fi fanglmian4 ‘side.’ The group [2] pairs
are typically used as manner adverbials to describe doing two things at the same
time. The pair —Jy1fi...—Ji 1 ...yilfanglmian4. .. yilfanglmian4...‘on the one
hand...on the other hand...’ is typically used as a clause-oriented adverbial of
evaluation.

CONJUNCTION OF CLAUSES WITH A TEMPORAL SEQUENCE Connective pairs like
—...%t...yil...jiud...‘as soon as...then...” and connective adjuncts like %
¥ jielzheO ‘then,” #AJ5 ran2hou4 ‘then,” and /5 2& houdlai2 ‘then’ suggest a sequen-
tial relation between the events described by the clauses in a compound sentence,
like those in [48].

(48] a. “FTETFRUREIE, JEARASH TR,
qilzi3 yuan2 shi4 duan3yu3 hou4lai2 bian4cheng2
wife use_to be phrase later change_into
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le0 ci2
LE word
““Z£F” used to be a phrase but became a word later on.’
b, EWZL AL, RIGAERE SRR
shi2wu4 jinglguo4 xiaolhua4 ran2hou4 bian4cheng2
food pass digest and_then change_to
ying2yang3 bei4 xilshoul
nutrition BEI draw
‘After food is digested, it becomes nutrients and is then absorbed.’
c. REEHUEH —P EE, 3 f i — AR
na4 wul li0 falchul yil shengl ju4xiang3
that house in occur one CL loud_sound

jielzhe0 pao3 chul yil ge4 ren2 lai2

then run out one CL person come

‘There was a big bang in the house, and then a man dashed out.’
d. BP—FIRCK, wm A

ye3yal yil dao4 qiultianl jiu4 nan2 yi2

mallard once arrive fall thus south move

yue4dongl

survive_the_winter

‘Once autumn comes, wild ducks migrate to the south.’

When a speaker uses the pair —...5...yil...jiu4...‘assoon as...then...’ to
indicate the logic relation between two clauses, he indicates that the event in one
clause takes place immediately after that in another clause. When the speaker
uses connective adjuncts like $%% jielzhe0 ‘then,” &5 ran2hou4 ‘then,” or J5k
hou4lai2 ‘then,” no immediacy is implied and there could be an interval between
the events described in the two clauses.

CONJUNCTION OF CLAUSES WITH A PROGRESSIVE SEQUENCE Clauses marked with
connective adjunct pairs like ~H. ... M E. ... bud4dand. .. er2qie3. .. ‘notonly...but
also...” and i H ... faJ#¢ ... shang4qie3. .. he2kuang4...‘even...let alone..., or
connective adjuncts like /it H. . ..kuang4qie3 ... ‘and moreover. .., are of unequal
status but the second clause typically describes an event or status that is more
important to the speaker.

When the speaker in [49a] uses AS{H...[f H....bu2dan4...er2qie3... ‘not
only...but also...,” the second clause provides new information on the basis
of the first. The speaker in [49b] is presenting an argument and the i H....
UL ...shangdqie3 ... he2kuang4 ... ‘even...let alone...  indicates that he thinks the
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second clause represents the main issue. Similarly, the speaker in [49c] considers

the fact in the second clause more important.

[49]

a.

AMEFRAI RN 2 %, T ELIA h R e %
bu4dan4 wo3 de0 jialren2 hui4 wei4 wo3
not_only I DE family will PREP I

gaolxing4 er2qie3 suo3you3 zhonglguo2ren2 doul
happy and all Chinese all

hui4 wei4 wo3 gaolxing4

will PREP 1 happy

‘Not only will my family be happy for me, but all the Chinese people
will also be happy.’

R 5 BTAE, SEAT O

lou2yi3 shang4qie3 tanlshengl geng4 he2kuang4 ren2

ants even indulge_life let_alone human

ne0

NE

‘Even ants want to stay alive, let alone humans.’

XFFHLE S8, 0 HABA L.

zhe4 zhong3 shou3jil xin4hao4 hao3 kuang4qie3

this CL cell_phone signal good Dbesides

ye3 bu2 gui4

also NEG expensive

‘This type of cellphone has reliable reception, and moreover, it is not
expensive.’

CONJUNCTION OF CLAUSES OF CORRELATIVE COMPARISON A special type of com-
pound sentence can be used to indicate comparison and these sentences
are marked with connective adjunct pairs like #%...78 .. .yue4...yue4... ‘the
more...the more...” or Al...fl...yu4...yu4... ‘the more...the more....’ The
former is found in both oral communication and written texts, whereas the lat-

ter occurs mainly in written texts. Both i yue4 ‘the more’ and #I yu4 ‘the more’

are adverbials in the clause in which they appear, but the former sometimes

can be used to compare three or more elements, as in [50b], while the latter is

predominantly used for the comparison of two elements.

[50]

a.

TNV 2, MRIF L

wo3men0 yue4 zhao2ji2 tal yue4 kailxinl
we more WOITY he more happy

‘The more anxious we are, the more pleased he will be.’
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b, VRUERATHE Y, THATSEE, IRl 2R
ni3 zhun3bei4 de0 yue4 chonglfen4 kailshi3 de0
you prepare DE more full start DE
yue4 zao3 cheng2gongl de0 jilhui4 jiu4 yue4 da4
more early succeed DE chance thus more big
‘The better you are prepared and the earlier you start, the better
chance you will have to succeed.’

c. JK¥EAE, KIE SRR,

shui3ta3 yu4 gaol shui3 de0 yalli4 yu4
water_tower more tall water DE pressure more
da4
big

‘The higher a water tower is, the greater the water pressure it produces.’

14.5.1.2. Disjunctive relation

The clauses in a disjunctive compound sentence have equal syntactic status but
not the same semantic status, because in most cases only one of the alternatives
in a disjunctive relation can be true.

DISJUNCTION OF EQUIVALENT CLAUSES When a speaker uses this type of disjunc-
tive, he believes that all clauses are logically equal but only one of them can be
true, even though he does not make it clear which one should be true.

A common coordinator for such disjunctives is 1% # huo4zhe3 ‘or.’ It can link two
clauses together, as in [51a], but it can also link three or more clauses, as in [51b].
Like their counterparts in conjunctive relation, clauses in disjunctive relation may
have some constituents in common and such constituents may not always show
up overtly. When the subject of these clauses refers to the same entity, the sub-
jects of the second and following clauses, if any, are typically not overt. This type
of disjunctive relation can also be marked with connective adjunct pairs like

B HE AL yaodme0. .. yaodme0. .. ‘either...or...,” as in [51c], ANJE... 80
JE...bu2shi4...jiudshi4 ... if not be...then will be..., as in [51d] or &...i%
J&...shi4.. hai2shi4...‘itis...oritis..., asin [51e].

[51]  a. FATATLALITRHILAR, B Rn] Dok BigE AL,
wo3men0 ke3yi3 qu4 sulzhoul jian4 ni3 huo4zhe3
we can go SUZHOU  see you or
ni3 ke3yi3 lai2  shang4hai3 kan4 wo3menO
you can come SHANGHAI see we
‘We could go to Suzhou to visit you, or you could come to visit us in
Shanghai.’

433



434 Weidong Zhan and Xiaojing Bai

b, XPAFITIATWLL, s i, s ftH 2z, s T e .
dui4 bu2 li4yu2 wo3menO0 de0 guanldian3
PREP NEG favor we DE viewpoint

huo4zhe3 yan3mai2 zhil huo4zhe3 pilpan4 zhil
or bury it or critique it

huo4zhe3 ganlcui4 wu2shi4 zhil

or simply ignore it

‘As to those views not favoring us, we may bury them, or criticize them,
or simply ignore them.’

c. AR, EAFHLBk!
yao4me(0 po4jiang4 yao4me0 qi4 jil tiao4san3
or forced_landing or idle plane parachute
‘Forced landing, or parachuting!

d. FAELEMMMELH, SR A2 MHETE i L
wo3 bu4shi4 zai4 kalfeilguan3 jiu4shi4 zai4 qu4
I NEG be_at coffee_shop or be_at go

kalfeilguan3 de0 lu4shang0
coffee_shop DE en_route
‘I might be in the coffee shop or on my way to the coffee shop.’

e. JEEEETHILT, BIRWIEE T HILT?
shi4 ba4ba0 geng4 liao3jie3 er2zi0 hai2shi4
be father more wunderstand son or

malma0 geng4 liao3jie3 er2zi0
mother more understand son
‘Is it the father or the mother who knows more about their son?’

Note that J&...#f & ...shi4... hai2shi4...‘it is...or it is...’ typically appears
only in interrogative sentences, either direct or indirect.

DISJUNCTION OF NON-EQUIVALENT CLAUSES There are typically two clauses in such
a disjunctive compound sentence and the two clauses do not have the same status
in terms of logic relation. There are two possibilities:

1 The two clauses represent two statements contradictory to each other and the
speaker thinks that either one is true but the other is not or one is preferred
over the other. Such a relation is typically marked with connective adjunct
pairs like 5 H: ... G8) 40 ... yu3qi2. .. (hai2) budru2. .. ‘rather than...it is bet-
ter...” or SH.... W] ...yu3qi2...ning4ke3... ‘rather than...it is better...’
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The former is found in both written and oral genres, while the latter is mainly
used in written contexts.

a.

RS H O R R A 11, A% ) R s o an i

ni3 yu3qi2 wei4 shilbai4 zhao3 jie4dkou3 bu4ru2
you rather_than PREP fail seek excuse rather
nu3li4 wei4 cheng2gongl zhao3 ban4fa3
work_hard PREP success seek  way

‘Rather than to look for excuses, it would be better for you to find a
way to success.’

RS AGER AT,

ni3 yu3qi2 zhe4meO xie3 hai2bu4ru2 bu4 xie3
you rather_than so write rather NEG write
‘Rather than for you to write in this way, it is better not to write
anything.’

HHABES XK ILTE, Aank 2.

yu3qi2 tal qu4 canljial zhe4ci4 bi3sai4
rather_than he go  participate this_time game

bu4ru2 wo3 qu4 canljial

rather I go  participate

‘Rather than for him to attend the contest, it would be better for me
to attend it.’

HHBEEA, T A,

yu3qi2 gui4 zhe0 shengl ning4ke3 zhan4 zhe0
rather_than kneel ZHE Ilive rather stand ZHE
si3
die

‘Better [to] die standing than live kneeling.’

Of the two pairs of connective adjuncts, 5 H.... (&) AU...yu3qi2... (hai2)
budru2...‘rather than...itis better...’ is typically used in mild persuasion, while
5.0 ... yu3qi2...ningdke3... ‘rather than...itis better...’ is often used in
protest or as a strong statement of one’s preference.

2 The clauses in the disjunctive compound sentence represent two statements of
which only one is true, and the speaker is making a strong claim about which
one is true. The connective adjunct pairs that mark these two clauses are /~
JE...MSZ...budshi4...er2shi4...‘itisnot...itis..., asin[53a] and [53b], or
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HANEEA). .. M . . . buddand (bud/mei2you3). .. fan3er2... ‘not only (not). .. but
on the contrary...,” as in [53c].

(53] a. LWEMAREAL, MBI,
nii3zhu3 bu4shi4 yan3 bu4 hao3
female_lead NEG act NEG good

er2shi4 bu4 xiang3 yan3

rather NEG want  act

‘It is not the case that the leading actress cannot perform, but it is
that she doesn’t want to perform.’

b, ARG, MRIRELIAT
bu4shi4 wo3 chelsu4 kuai4 er2shi4 ni3
NEG I vehicle_speed fast rather you
chuang3hong2deng1
run_a_red_light
‘It is not me that drove too fast, but it is you that ran the red light.

c. BRELAEBA I, RTABT .
saolluan4 bu4dan4 mei2you3d ting2zhi3 fan3er2
riot not_only NEG stop instead

s

bu4duan4 sheng1ji2
unceasingly escalate
‘The riot didn’t stop, but on the contrary, it escalated.’

Note that when the speaker uses the connective adjunct pair NME(ABEA). .. X
MM ... bu2dand (bud/meiZyou3). ..fan3er2...‘not only (not)...but on the contrary...’
to mark the two clauses in a disjunctive relation, he is making a very clear state-
ment that although the clause marked A{HA bu2dan4 ‘not only not...’ is sup-
posed to be true, the clause marked with J% [fij fan3er2 ‘but on the contrary...’ is
actually true.

14.6. Concessive complex sentences

When a speaker uses a concessive complex sentence, he characteristically presents
two statements, one as the main clause and the other as the concessive adjunct.
The clauses in such a sentence are typically marked with connective adjunct
pairs like the B 4K .. {H& ... suilran2...dandshi4 ... although...but...’ in [54a]
and the BJf#i ... ... ji2shi3...ye3... ‘even though...still...’ in [54b] and [54c].
Of these pairs 4R suilran2 ‘although’ or Hfifi ji2shi3 ‘even though’ marks the
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adjunct clause, while {H /& dandshi4 ‘but’ or t ye3 ‘still’ marks the main clause.
Although the truth of the adjunct clause seems to indicate that the main clause
will be false, it actually does not detract from the truth of the main clause.

If the first clause in [54a] 55 fliX 4 fik fang2zul zhe4me0 dil ‘the rent is
so low’ is true, it indicates that everyone should be able to afford it. Since
[54a] is marked with the connective pair H4%...{H & .. suilran2...dandshi4...
‘although...but...,” it has a specific reading that there are still people who can-
not afford the rent in spite of its all-time low. The sentences in [54b] and [54c] have
the same type of interpretation.

[54] a. HBARBHLX M, HE2UA AR,
suilran2 fang2zul zhe4me0O dil dan4shi4 ye3 you3
although rent so low but also have

ren2 jiaolbu4qi3
people cannot_afford

‘Although the rent is so low, some people still cannot afford it.

b. Rl A A, B AR
ji2shi3 fang2zul zhe4me0 dil ye3 you3

>

even_though rent SO low also have

ren2 jiaolbu4qi3
people cannot_afford
‘Even though the rent is so low, some people cannot afford it.’

c. BRI G5 AHFIGLE, tid B AL
ji2shi3 fang2zul =zai4 dil xiel ye3 hai2shi4
even_though rent more low some also still

you3 ren2 jiaolbu4qi3

have people cannot_afford

‘Even if the rent went lower, there are still people who could not
afford it.

Other connective adjuncts marking the concessive clause include /L4 jin3guan3
‘though,” [##k gudran2 ‘though,” and ZAX zongdran2 ‘though,” and connective
adjuncts marking the main clause include #I que4 ‘but,” FJ J& ke3shi4 ‘but,” A it
budguo4 ‘but,’ Rl ran2er2 ‘but,” and H & zhi3shi4 ‘but.’ Note that ZXifj ran2er2 and
H J& zhi3shi4 typically mark the main clause alone without any marker on the
concessive adjunct clause. The difference between [55a] and [55b] thus does not
affect the concessive reading.
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[55]  a. IR [ESAANES, (HRIRBA ERL
zhe4 fu2 hua4 gu4ran2 bu4cuo4 dan4shi4 wo3
this CL painting although good but I
mei2you3 qian2 mai3
NEG money buy
‘The painting is good, but I don’t have money to buy it.’

b. MRS, FURRSET .

zhe4 fu2 hua4 di2que4 bu4cuo4 zhi3shi4 tai4
this CL painting indeed good only too
gui4 le0

expensive LE
‘The painting is pretty good, only the price is too high.’

14.7. Conditional complex sentences

A conditional complex sentence predominantly consists of two clauses, a condi-
tional adjunct clause that expresses a condition, real or imagined, and a main
clause that explains the consequence of the condition. Conditional complex sen-
tences are typically marked with connective adjunct pairs to indicate the logic
relation between the two clauses, and they can be categorized into four subtypes
according to their logical relation:

1 Sufficient condition

Connective adjunct pairs like X %i...%f...zhi3yao4...jiu4...‘as long
as...then...’and —H....}...yildan4...jiu4...‘assoon as...then...’
are common ones to mark sentences of sufficient condition, in which if
the conditional clause is true, the main clause will also be true.

2 Necessary condition

Connective adjunct pairs like H ... 4"...zhi2you3...cai2...‘only if...
then...” and BRAE... A ... chu2feil...cai2... ‘unless...then...  are com-
monly used to mark necessary condition sentences in which the main
clause will not be true unless the conditional clause is true.

3 Hypothetical condition

Connective adjunct pairs like 41 S/f fdi/f ... %5k . .. ru2guo3jjia2shi3/
jia3ru2...jiud...if...then...,” E 2 ...¥0...yao4shi4.. . jiud... if...
then...,” and ZA ... 5. .. yaodbu2shi4. .. zao3jiu4 ... if not that...
then...’ are markers for hypothetical conditions, in which the conditional
clause expresses an imaginary situation while the main clause spells out
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the consequence, and it is not possible for the conditional to be true and
for the main clause to be false.

4 Exhaustive condition

Connective adjunct pairs like JCi/fF: fE/AN 4 .. 4B . .. wullund/rendping2/
budguan3...doul...‘no matter...all...’ and JCBHT EAE .. ...
wu2lund/ rendping2/budguan3...ye3...'no matter...also...’ are markers
for exhaustive conditionals, in which the main clause will be true regard-
less of which option of the conditional is realized.

The sufficient condition in [56a] means that if the condition “you join us”
is satisfied, the speakers will definitely start the project. It is also implied that
among all the conditions, “you join us” is the easiest to satisfy. The necessary
condition in [56b] means that only if “you join us” is satisfied will the speakers
start the project, and it is also implied that among all the conditions, it is the
hardest to satisfy. The sentence in [56c] has a hypothetical condition “you join
us,” which the speakers hope will be realized, and what is being conveyed is that
a project will be started if the condition is satisfied. The exhaustive condition in
[56d] makes it clear that the project will start, regardless of whether the condition
is satisfied or not.

[56] a. HBHRZM, FATHUE shx it

zhi3yao4 ni3 canljial wo3men0O jiu4 qi3dong4
as_long_as you join we thus switch_on
zhe4 ge0 ji4hua4
this CL plan
‘As long as you join us, we will start this project.’

b, FERSI, Fl 14 H shix it
zhi3you3 ni3 canljial wo3men0O cai2 qi3dong4
only_if you join we just switch_on
zhe4 ge0 ji4hua4
this CL plan
‘We will start the project only if you join us.’

c. ARARSIN, FATHUE shx it
ru2guo3 ni3 canljial wo3menO jiu4 qi3dong4 zhe4
if you join we thus switch_on this
ge0 ji4hua4
CL plan
‘If you join us, we will start the project.’
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d. ERESAS, TATE S shix .
wu2lun4 ni3 canl bu4 canljial wo3men0 doul
no_matter you join NEG join we all

yao4 qi3dong4 zhe0 ge4 ji4hua4
will switch_on this CL plan
‘Whether you join us or not, we will start this program.’

A conditional sentence typically does not distinguish what is being planned
from what has actually happened. An exception is those marked with %R
7Z...yao4bu2shi4. .. ‘if not...’ in which the conditional clause describes a past
event and the main clause presents a state or event that is counterfactual. The 7
il il Tudshil gu3li4 ‘being pushed by the lawyer’ in [57] is a past event, while X E
AHEFTIXANE 7] wo3 zhenl budxiang3 da3 zhedged guanisil ‘1did not want to go to the
court’ describes something contrary to the fact. What the sentence conveys is that
the speaker actually went to the court even though he had had some reservations
about doing so.

[57] FEATEAIME N, T AT A
yao4bu2shi4 li4shil gu3li4 wo3 zhenl bu4 xiang3
if_not lawyer urge I really Neg want

da3 zhe4 ge0 guanlsiO

do this CL lawsuit

‘If I had not been pushed by the lawyer, I would not have gone to the
court.’

14.8. Causative and purposive complex sentences
Causatives and purposives are both complex sentences consisting of an adjunct
clause and a main clause. The two clauses typically form a temporal sequence,
with one describing an event or state happening earlier than that in the other. The
main difference between these two types of sentences is that purposives involve
some intentional behavior while causatives do not necessarily involve such an
intention.

Causatives are marked with connective adjunct pairs, such as K& ... fffLAL. ..
yinlweid. .. suo2yi3...‘because...therefore...,” as in [58a], Z FilA... &K N ...

zhilsuo3yi3. .. shi4 yinlwei4 . .. ‘with such a result...it is because...,” as in [58b], or
BESK ... TR LR -4 AT U . . . jidran2. . . yu2shid/ze2/nadjiud/nadme0/ke3jiand . . .
‘given that...therefore...,” as in [58c]. A prominent feature of causatives is that

the sentence can be marked with either a connective adjunct pair or half of the
pair, as shown in [58d] and [58e].



[58]

o

Sentence types

PR, B LA — BB gl
yinlwei4 mang2 suo3yi3 wo3 yilzhi2 mei2you3
because  busy SO I all_the_time NEG

gei3 tal hui2xin4

PREP he reply

‘Because I have been busy, I have not given him a reply yet.’
HUFRZ BT L s, e AN TE0T

bi3sai4 zhilsuo3yi3 shuldiao4 shi4 yinlwei4
game the_reason_why lose be because

zhun3bei4 bu4 chonglfen4

preparation NEG adequate

‘They lost the game because they did not prepare for it well.’
RESA ik RESS S, w] DA A I F AN 2

ji4ran2 tal hai2 neng2 qi2 ma3 ke3jian4 tal
since he still can ride horse therefore he

de0 bing4 bing4bu4 yan2zhong4
DE ill not_at_all serious
‘Since he could still ride a horse, he should not be seriously ill.’

TR AR AR A, AR AR TR A .
talmen0 yinl zhi4qu4xiangltou2 hen3kuai4 jiu4
they because have_common_interests soon thus

cheng2 le0 peng2you3

become LE friend

‘They soon became friends because of their common interests.’
FER AN ) i, BT LA RETRGH kR IR 2 it

lu4 dui4 huilse4 de0 shi2bie2li4 zui4 qiang2
deer PREP gray DE recognition most strong

suo3yi3 neng2 xun4su4 tao2bi4 da4 huil lang2 deO
hence can rapid shirk big gray wolf DE
xi2jil

surprise_attack

‘Because deer are sensitive to gray, they can quickly escape from
gray wolves.’

The causative relation marked with BE #Kk... 0] UL...jid4ran2...ke3jiand...

‘since...therefore. ..

is based on an indirect inference, while the causative

relation marked with M. LA yindwei4. .. suo2yi3. .. ‘because. .. there-
fore...’ is based on a direct cause—effect correlation. The inference relation of the
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former is sensitive to the temporal sequence of events, as well as to the order of
presentation. The sentence in [59a] first presents “given the fact that the ground is
wet” and then presents the inferred conclusion “it must have rained,” and such an
order should normally not be reversed. If the speaker wants to present the story
in a reversed order, a possible choice would be [59b], in which a hedge phrase
K kandlai2 ‘it looks like’ is used.

[59] a. RESORHL FORIRAY, W] ULWERE € Tl F.

ji4ran2 di4shang4 shi4 shil de0 ke3jian4 zuo2wan3
since ground be wet DE therefore last_night
ken3ding4 xia4 guo4 yu3
must fall GUO rain
‘Since the ground is wet, it must have rained last night.’

b, HRWEME NI 1, L AR T
kan4lai2  zuo2wan3 xia4 guo4 yu3 le4 di4shang4
looks_like last_night fall GUO rain LE ground
doul shil 1le0
all wet LE
‘It might have rained last night, since the ground is wet.’

In comparison, the direct cause-effect relation marked with .
LL...yinlwei4...suo2yi3... ‘because...therefore...’ is typically not affected by
the order of presentation. Both [60a] and [60b] are thus acceptable and have the
same interpretation.

[60] a. PIOMHERE TR, # IRy,
yinlwei4 zuo2wan3 xia4 guo4 yu3 di4shang4 shi4
because last_night fall GUO rain ground be

shil de0
wet DE
‘Because it rained last night, the ground is wet.’
b. IR, PUNHEM TR .
di4shang4 shi4 shil de0 yinlwei4 zuo2wan3 Xia4
ground be wet DE because last_night fall
guo4 yu3
GUO rain
‘The ground is wet, because it rained last night.’

RESX .. .jidran2 ... given the fact that...’ can pair with the adverbs 1 ye3 ‘as
well,” ¥ jiu4 ‘then,” or if hai2 ‘still’ to mark a causative relation. When a speaker
uses BESA ... W(5k). .. jidran2...ye3(jiud)... ‘given the fact that...it’d be better
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also...’ in [61a], he conveys two ideas with the main clause. On the one hand, he
says that the listener should not pursue the case anymore, and on the other hand,
he hints that there is an additional issue that the listener should also take care
of. The speaker in [61b] uses BESX ... ik ... ji4ran2... hai2...‘given that...still...’
to indicate two things as well. On the one hand, he says that the listener should
not take the examination, and on the other hand, he tells the listener that this
should be given up a long time ago.

61] a. BEARC 2R, WHAZEHIBITT .
jidran2 yi3jingl he2jie3 ye3 jiu4 bu2yao4 =zai4
since already settle also thus do_not again
zhuiljiul le0
find_out LE
‘Since it’s already settled, just let it go.’

b. REESMERAKR, b LH 42

ni3 ji4ran2 ba3wo4 bu4 da4 hai2 qu4 kao3
you since certainty NEG big yet go exam
shen2me0
what
‘Since you have no confidence [in the result], why do you bother to
take the exam?’

Purposives are typically marked with a preposition, such as the i T ...

weidle0 . ..* in order to achieve...’ in [62a] and the LIf...yi3mian3... in order
to avoid...’ in [62b]. LA ...yi3mian3...‘in order to avoid...’ has some varia-
tions in spoken genres, such as %15 ... mian3de0... ‘in order to avoid...’ and
415 .. .sheng3de0. .. in order to avoid.... Given their usage in different genres,

it is appropriate to use DAt ...yi3mian3...‘in order to avoid...’ in [62b], which
is a police warning, and it is also fine to use %5 75 ...sheng3de0. .. ‘in order to
avoid ...’ in [62c], which is a casual exchange between close friends. However,
it is not proper to switch the two prepositions, since that would constitute an
inappropriate mixture of styles.

[62] a. T AHIIMZEA T, R T .
wei4le0 bu4 zengljial jialli3 de0 fu4danl tal
PREP NEG add family DE load she

chuo4xue2 le0
drop_out LE
‘In order to ease the burden on her family, she dropped out of school.’
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b, JUESPR A, DU RS L
yan2jin4 jiu3  hou4 jia4chel yi3mian3
strictly_prohibit wine after drive_a_vehicle lest
niang4cheng?2 jiaoltongl shi4gu4
lead_to traffic accident
‘To stay away from traffic accidents, don’t drink and drive.’
c. PRARTEE LRI, AR,
ni3 dai4 ben3 shul =zai4 chel shang4 kan4 ba0
you take CL book PREP car on see  BA
mian3de0 men4deOhuang1
so_as_not_to bored
‘Take a book with you, so you won’t feel bored on the train.’

14.9. Strategies of clause linking

The main function of coordinators, connective adjuncts, and connective preposi-
tions is to indicate the logic relation between clauses in compound sentences and
certain types of complex sentences. However, when such logic relation is clearly
understood, these connective elements may not be obligatory and the interpreta-
tion of the sentence will depend on the context.

14.9.1. Connective words

In addition to coordinators, connective adjuncts, and connective prepositions,
certain adverbs also have the function of indicating the logic relation between
clauses in compound sentences and certain complex sentences, such as t ye3 ‘as
well,” X youd ‘again,” and #P doul ‘all’

A few other words or phrases are sometimes used to indicate the logic relation
between these clauses. A typical example is i deOhua4 ‘if,” which can be used as
part of a complex nominal phrase like /R U6HJ3E ni3 shuol de0 hua4 ‘the words you
said,” but can also be placed immediately after a clause to indicate a hypothetic
condition, as in [63a]. Interrogative pronouns like iff shui2 ‘who,” fI*4 shen2me0
‘what,” /B4 zen3me0 ‘how,” and ¥ JL. na3er0 ‘where’ can help to establish the logic
relation between clauses, as in [63b]. Even determinatives like the #If na4 ‘in that
case, then’ in [63¢] can be used as connectives to indicate a possible cause-effect
relation.

[63] a. IRALME, RBAL.
ni3 bu4 qu4 de0 hua4 wo3 ye3 bu4 qu4
you NEG go DE if I also NEG go
‘If you don’t go there, I won’t either.’
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b.  HESCIGE, HESEE
shui2 xianl 2zuo4 wan2 shui2 xianl zou3
who early do finish who early go
‘Whoever finishes earlier leaves earlier.’

c.  ARWTAE, IRARFONAEX LA
ni3 tingl bu4 dong3 na4 ni3 jiu4 bie2
you listen NEG understand that you thus do_not
zai4 zhed4er0 ai4shi4
PREP here matter
‘If you don’t understand it, then just stay away.’

14.9.1.1. Position of connective words
Coordinators and connective prepositions predominantly appear at the beginning
of the clause they mark. Some connective adjuncts are adverbs and some of them
are modal auxiliaries. As such, connective adjuncts can appear at the beginning
of a clause, and some of them can appear between the subject and the predicate.
There are cases where a coordinator or a connective preposition apparently
appears after the subject, as shown in [64], [65], and [66], but they characteristically
have a different interpretation. The coordinator /N H bu2dan4 ‘not only’ in [64a]
appears at the beginning of the first clause but appears between the subject and
predicate in the first clause of [64b]. The difference represents the fact that the
subject of the second clause in [64b] refers to the same person as the subject of the
first clause does, while the subject of the two clauses in [64a] refers to different
persons.

[64] a. AMEIREZE, M HRBESL,
bu4dan4 ni3 yao4 qu4 wo3 ye3 yao4 qu4
not_only you will go I also will go
‘Not only you have to go there, I also have to.’
b. ARAEZEZE, MHED EX.
ni3 bu4dan4 yao4 qu4 er2qie3 yao4 ma3shang4 qu4
you not only will go and will at_once go
‘Not only you have to go there, but you also have to go immediately.’

14.9.1.2. Connective words with multiple functions

Some connective words are polysemous and can be used to represent different
logical relations. The 5 /2 jiu4shi4 in [65a] marks a concessive relation and means
‘even if.” The same word indicates a contrastive relation in [65b] and means
‘except for.” It marks a disjunctive relation in [65c] and should be understood
as ‘or.’

445



446 Weidong Zhan and Xiaojing Bai

[65] a. LRI TR, A,

jiu4shi4 tianl tal xia4lai2 tal ye3 bu4 pa4
even_if sky fall down he also NEG fear
‘Even if the sky is falling, he will not be scared.’

b. AL, BRMAIR T M.
tal shen2meO doul hao3 jiu4shi4 pi2qi4 huai4
he what all good except_for temper bad
le0 dian3
LE a_little
‘Everything about him is fine except for his temper.’

c. BITAbRG ANESWECE, B K.
dao4 1le0 bei3jingl bu4shi4 canlguanl gu4gongl
arrive LE Beijing NEG tour palace
jiu4shi4 you2lan3 chang2cheng2
or tour Great_Wall
‘What you will do in Beijing is to visit either the Forbidden City or the
Great Wall’

The pair —... %t ...yil...jiu4...‘assoon as...then...’ in [66a] indicates a tem-

poral sequence of events, whereas the pair in [66b] indicates a sufficient condition

relation derived from the temporal relation.

[66]

a.

fb—BNIp A%, L EFT T — I HLE .

tal yil dao4 Dban4gonglshi4 jiu4 gei3 xue2shengl
he once reach office thus PREP student

da3 le0 yil ge4 dian4hua4

make LE one CL telephone

‘As soon as he arrived at the office, he gave the student a phone call.’
IK—FNERE, o ahoK.

shui3 yil dao4 ling2du4 jiu4 hui4 jie2bingl

water once reach zero_degree thus will freeze

‘Once the temperature drops below 0°C, water freezes.’

Certain polysemous connective words may have the syntactic functions of more

than one category. The &% huo4zhe3 in [67a] is a coordinator that marks a dis-
junctive relation and should be understood as ‘or.’ The 5% huo4zhe3 in [67b] is an
adverb with the meaning of ‘perhaps.” The /{4% jin3guan3 ‘even though’ in [68a]

is a connective adjunct marking a concessive relation, while the /X4 jin3guan3
‘just’ in [68b] is an adverb, which functions as an adverbial but marks the logic
relation between clauses.
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[67] fbLeEm AL, Wb A E,
tal qu4 huo4zhe3 bu4 qu4 doul you2 tal
he go or NEG go all PREP he
zi4ji3 jue2ding4
self  decide
‘It is up to him to decide whether or not to go.’
b. A5G, IS A R
tal qu4 de0 zao3 huo4zhe3 hai2 you3 jiu4
he go DE early or still have save

o

‘If he goes earlier, there might be hope of being saved.’

[68] a. JUERANER, MRS T .
jin3guan3 wo3 hen3 qingl hai2shi4 ba3 tal
even_though 1 very light still BA he
jingldong4 leO
alarm LE
‘Even though my movement was light, he was alerted anyway.’

b. IRAHATE, RAEEFK.

ni3 you3 shen2me0 xulyao4 jin3guan3 gao4su4 wo3
you have what need just tell I
‘If you need any help, just let me know.’

The connective adjunct pair BE...4l...ji4...ye3... ‘either...or...” in [69a]
marks a conjunctive relation. The BE...11...ji4...ye3...in [69D], on the other
hand, is the shortened form of BE#&......ji4ran2...ye3...which marks
a causative relation and should be understood as ‘given the fact that...
therefore....’

[69] a. FRATBESOAERSE, Wk E i,
wo3menO ji4 fan3dui4 bao3shou3 ye3 fan3dui4
we also oppose conservation also oppose
mao4jin4
rash_advance
‘We are against being either too conservative or too radical.’

b, SHEREC R, FALA RN T .

shi4qing2 ji4 yi3 bai4lu4 wo3 ye3 bu4
thing since already be_exposed I also NEG
zai4 yin3man2 le0
again hide LE
‘Given that it has been exposed, I don’t have to hide it anymore.’
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14.10. Compound sentences without overt marking

Although coordinators and connective adjuncts are commonly used to indicate
the logic relation between clauses in compound sentences and certain types of
complex sentences, there are cases where the logic relation is marked by other
means. One possibility is to use clauses with identical structures and with corre-
sponding lexical items to create a parallelism. The two clauses in [70a] have an
identical structure with a linking verb J& shi4 ‘be’ as the head of the predicate.
What is more, several lexical items in the two clauses are antonyms, such as H£k
zhi2xian4 ‘straight line’ versus {4k qu3xiand ‘curve’ and #i#% liu2chang4 ‘smooth’
versus % %% wan3zhuan3 ‘uneven,” and they appear in corresponding positions.
These clauses are thus in a conjunctive relation without any overt marking. The
two clauses in [70b] describe two events with a clear temporal sequence, and they
form a conjunction without overt marking.

[70] a. HERERWINFE, MR,
zhi2xian4 shi4 liu2chang4 de0 mei3 qulxian4
straight_line be easy_and_smooth DE beauty curve

shi4 wan3zhuan3 de0 mei3

be  tactful DE Dbeauty

‘While a straight line illustrates the beauty of free-flow directness, a
curved line displays the grace of round-aboutness.’

b. ZFIIHE T — B4, il Tkl
hai2zi0OmenO tao3lun4 1le0 yil shang4wu3 tonglguo4
children discuss LE one morning pass

le0 yil ge4 juelyi4

LE one CL decision

‘The children had spent the whole morning discussing it, and they
made a decision.’

Another way to indicate the logic relation without a coordinator or connective
adjunct is to use interrogative pronouns or their compounds in corresponding
positions. The #E shui2 ‘who’ in the first clause of [71a] represents whoever causes
the pollution and should be understood as ‘anyone,” while the i shui2 ‘who’ in
the second clause refers back to the first #f shui2 ‘who’ and should be understood
as ‘he.’ The first clause is therefore a conditional clause and the second one is the
main clause. The two clauses in [71b] form a sequential conjunction and such a
relation is indicated by the two I+ 4B} shen3me0 shi2hou0 ‘what time,” which
should be interpreted as ‘any time when...’ in the first clause and as ‘at that
time’ in the second. Similarly, the /& 4% zen3meOyang4 ‘how’ in [71c] should be
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understood as ‘any manner’ in the first clause and as ‘in that manner’ in the
second. The two clauses form a conditional sentence.

(71]  a. HEEMATS YL, R TTIA L.
shui2 zao4cheng2 de0 wulran3 shui2
who cause DE pollution who

fudze2 zhi4li3
be_responsible_for govern
‘If someone causes the pollution, he should do the cleaning up.’

b. A ARREI, T ARMEIT T,
gian2 shen2me0O shi2hou0 dao4 zhang4 wo3
money what when reach account I

shen2me0 shi2hou0 kailgongl
what when start_to_work
‘I will start the work when the money is in my account.’

c. REAU, IREA
wo3 zen3me0 shuol ni3 zen3me0 xie3
I how say you how write
‘You should write it in the same way as I say it.’

Since these compound or complex sentences are not marked by coordinators or
connective adjuncts, it is possible for them to have more than one reading. The
sentence in [72a] does not bear any overt marker and therefore can be understood
in several ways, such as the causative in [72b] and the conditional in [72c].

(72]  a. ARAERIRATH G, BB ARG
ni3 bu4shi4 wo3men0 de0 yuan2gongl xinlgu3
you NEG we DE employee new_stock

jiu4 mei2 ni3 de0 fen4

then NEG you DE share

‘You are not our staff member, hence you have no share in the new
stock options.’

b, EARAEIA T 5T, B LA AR i 3
yinlwei4 ni3 bu4shi4 wo3men0 de0 yuan2gongl
because you NEG we DE employee

suo3yi3 xinlgu3 jilu4 mei2 ni3 de0 fen4

SO new_stock then NEG you DE share

‘Since you are not our staff member, you have no share in the
new stock options.’
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c. WERPRAZIATH 01T, BUBO BRI o
ru2guo3 ni3 bu4shi4 wo3men0 de0 yuan2gongl
if you NEG we DE employee

xinlgu3 jilu4 mei2 ni3 de0 fen4

new_stock then NEG you DE share

‘If you are not our staff member, then you have no share in the new
stock options.’

Sometimes such clauses are uttered without any pause and they will sound
like one simple sentence, such as the ones in [73a] and [73c|. Sentence [734] is
ambiguous, with a number of readings, and one of them is [73b]. Similarly, [73]
has several possible readings and [73d] is one of them.

(73]  a. BIAERAN

zhongl bu4 qiaol bu4 xiang3
bell NEG knock NEG ring
‘The bell will not ring unless it is struck.’

b, BARANEL, B
zhongl ru2guo3 bu4 qiaol jiu4 bu4 xiang3
bell if NEG knock then NEG ring
‘If the bell is not struck, it will not ring.’

c. ABASEAI
tal bu4 Lkul bu4 nao4
he NEG cry NEG whine
‘He is not crying or whining.’

d. BEARSE, AT
tal ji4 bu4 kul you4 bu4 nao4
he also NEG cry also NEG whine
‘He is neither crying nor whining.’
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