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Abstract: Sentiment analysis is a frontier research topic in the field of natural language processing. This article discusses two
types of constructions related to sentiment analysis: degree constructions and sentiment constructions. We gathered a grand to—
tal of 227 instances of both types including 42 degree constructions and 185 sentiment constructions. While degree construc—
tions can alter sentiment intensity sentiment constructions can convey sentiment independently. The latter contains three sub—
types: evaluation emotion and standpoint. Evaluation refers to judging the value of an entity or event based on certain crite—
ria. Emotion refers to positive or negative psychological reactions to external stimuli such as like anger sadness fear love
disgust and so on. Standpoint refers to one’ s views or wishes containing support opposition or be noncommittal. A specific
sentiment construction may contain only one of the above semantic features e. g. expressing evaluation only or more fea—
tures e.g. expressing emotion as well as standpoint. Some sentiment constructions can contain more semantic features e.
g. expressing emotions as well as consequences in addition to the main expressive functions described above. In order to help
the computer to do the task of sentiment analysis this paper also discusses the semantic elements of sentiment < subject ob-
ject type strength motivation consequences command > and the syntactic realization of each elements.
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