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An Investigation of Inconsistency in Semantic Role Labeling:
A Case Study of Agent
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Abstract; Semantic role labeling, which is based on the theories of semantic roles, is an important task in natural
language processing. In semantic role labeling, it is required that the semantic role of a verb should be consistent in
different sentences. We analyzed the semantic distribution of agents in the semantic role labeling corpus. It is re-
vealed that 85 verbs can’t meet the requirement of consistency, which may be accounted by their property of causa-

tive verbs instead of volitive verbs. This strategy can be extended to other inconsistency issues in semantic role labe-

ling.
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